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A USTIN Ñ Unlike most of her hope-
lessly complex movie characters,
27-year-old Maggie Gyllenhaal is on

a decidedly upward spiral.
Not since Parker Posey and Catherine

Keener in the Õ90s has an actor dazzled indie
cinema quite as completely as Gyllenhaal
(pronounced ÔÔjill-en-hall.ÕÕ)

She has the hype: A year ago, William
Norwich of The New York Times described
her as a ÔÔmodern hybrid, I think, of
Katharine Hepburn and Ava Gardner.ÕÕ And
sheÕs won near-universal raves for every
role sheÕs done.

Those roles include small yet noteworthy
parts in criticsÕ favorites such as
ÔÔAdaptationÕÕ and ÔÔDonnie DarkoÕÕ and larg-
er, at times breathtaking, leads in movies
such as ÔÔCriminal,ÕÕ ÔÔCasa de los Babys,ÕÕ
and, perhaps most notably, ÔÔSecretary.ÕÕ

She has the DNA: Her father, Stephen
Gyllenhaal, directed ÔÔLosing IsaiahÕÕ and
episodes of TV series such as ÔÔEverwoodÕÕ
and ÔÔThe ShieldÕÕ; mom Naomi Foner wrote
the Oscar-nominated screenplay for
ÔÔRunning on EmptyÕÕ; and brother Jake Gyl-
lenhaal starred in movies such as ÔÔDonnie
DarkoÕÕ and ÔÔThe Day After Tomorrow.ÕÕ

But she also has the controversy: Earlier
this year while promoting her film, ÔÔThe
Great New Wonderful,ÕÕ about life in New
York after 9/11, she said in reference to the
tragedy, ÔÔI think America has done repre-
hensible things and is responsible in some
way.ÕÕ (No release date has been set for the
film.)

Her newest movie opens today. ÔÔHappy
EndingsÕÕ is from director Don Roos (ÔÔThe
Opposite of SexÕÕ).

Of her latest director, Gyllenhaal simply
said, ÔÔI had met him and I wanted to make
sure of two things.ÕÕ

As Jude, a full-time conniver, part-time
rock singer, the actress wanted to sing her
vocals when scenes were shot, not pre-
record them. ÔÔSo that actually the sound
thatÕs being recorded is the sound that IÕm
making that day in that space under those
circumstances,ÕÕ she said.

Her second request goes a ways in
explaining GyllenhaalÕs performances as
well as her movie choices. She wanted cre-
ative freedom.

ÔÔI wanted to make sure that he really
wanted to collaborate with me,ÕÕ she says.
ÔÔThat he was interested in letting me be
free.ÕÕ

And she certainly was.
ÔÔI did everything I possibly could with

Jude,ÕÕ she says. ÔÔThe way you can see her
as manipulative or self-serving, I think
thatÕs obvious in the script. For me, my
challenge was to find a way to play her and
believe in her and support her.ÕÕ

She mentions collaboration again when
she talks about her breakthrough perfor-
mance as Lee, an administrative assistant
ensconced in a sadomasochistic relation-
ship with her lawyer boss, in 2002Õs
ÔÔSecretary.ÕÕ

ÔÔI was working with a director (Steven
Shainberg) who really wanted to communi-
cate and collaborate with me,ÕÕ she said.
ÔÔThat was a really big part of what the
movie turned out to be about and that was
wonderful.ÕÕ

Today, sheÕs still best known for her infa-
mous turn as Lee.

ÔÔSecretaryÕ was mind-blowing,ÕÕ she says.
ÔÔIt was the first time that I sort of had a
whole meal in a role as opposed to just a
tiny bit.ÕÕ

It was a movie that didnÕt almost happen,
said Gyllenhaal, as the filmmakers didnÕt
have a distributor during production. And
GyllenhaalÕs role had originally been
offered to other actresses, she says.

A similar scenario occurred with her lat-
est, ÔÔHappy Endings.ÕÕ Before Gyllenhaal,
the role of Jude was reportedly offered to
Gwyneth Paltrow and then Jennifer Garner,
who both politely declined playing a woman
with shifty morals who contemplates an
abortion and beds both a gay man and his
father, whoÕs played by Tom Arnold. Gyllen-
haal describes Arnold as ÔÔgentle and loving
and alive as an actor.ÕÕ

For her part, Gyllenhaal went about per-
sonifying Jude without judging her.

ÔÔI think in her mind she looks at this fam-
ily and she says, ÔTheyÕve got so much; they
should share with me,Õ ÕÕ she said. ÔÔ ÔAnd
also this oneÕs lying about himself and this
one seems to be sleepwalking through his
life and I want to wake them up.Õ ÕÕ

ÔÔI have often played people that arenÕt
simply obviously good,ÕÕ she says. ÔÔYou
know people who are broken in some way,
people who do things that are sometimes
hard to justify. And I think what I want to
do is to challenge the people who are watch-
ing the movies to maybe love these people
despite their imperfections.ÕÕ

ÔÔAnd I think thatÕs a really good kind of
lesson,ÕÕ she adds.

Gyllenhaal:
Shooting star 
thatÕs dazzling
indie cinema
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On the Net
n  Click up news-journal.com for a photo gallery with a sample of Edwin
HoltÕs music.

                                                  By JACK STALLARD                                                  
                                                                        jstallard@longview-news.com                                                                       

R ising blues talent Edwin Holt grew up in the Pineywoods of East
Texas, the son of a dentist and a former Kilgore College Ranger-
ette.

A traditional upbringing wouldnÕt necessarily inspire one to
sing the blues, but when Holt eventually found himself heading down
that road, he shifted into high gear and hasnÕt backed off the throttle
since.

The 1985 West Rusk High School graduate is a fixture on the South
Dallas blues circuit, and his first CD, ÔÔSecond Time Around,ÕÕ is receiv-
ing radio play in Dallas. He promotes it on Saturday by performing at a
release party at the Dallas Hard Rock Cafe.

ÔÔItÕs a pretty straight-forward soul record,ÕÕ said Richard Chalk, who
signed Holt to his label Ñ TopCat Records. ÔÔItÕs old-style, with some sol-
id, foot in the cement blues. ItÕs a great production, and he has a unique
hook being a white guy. (The deejay who goes by the nickname The
Wolfman) played the entire CD at KKDA, a black station in Dallas, and
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T he first time I saw Edwin Holt perform
back in the late 1980s, I caught his act
twice in one evening.

Two different venues. Two different crowds.
Same result.
Holt recruited my older brother, Bob Epps, to

play lead guitar when the Edwin Holt and R.L.
Griffin Rhythm and Blues Revue performed a
benefit concert at Kilgore College. The trade-off
came later in the evening when Holt, a year or
two out of high school, agreed to take his fishing
tackle box full of harmonicas out to a honky-tonk
in Gladewater called Little WolfÕs and jam with
BobÕs band.

I had only been in East Texas for a couple of
years, arriving from the mountains of East Ten-
nessee with a music collection that included
everything released by Hank Williams, Jr., Molly
Hatchett, .38 Special and the Allman Brothers Ñ
but no hard-core blues.

By the time Holt, a skinny, white kid a year
younger than me, was finished that evening, I
was a full-fledged blues junkie.

Holt, dressed in white from head to toe, took
the stage at Kilgore College and tore through a
set that featured blues, soul, funk and a smatter-
ing of gospel. It was exactly what the predomi-
nantly black crowd had paid to hear, but I still
remember how several people commented that
they were shocked a white person could do black
music so well.

At Little WolfÕs later that night, Holt picked his
spots and filled up some rock and country clas-
sics with enough blues harp to make people take
notice. After midnight, and having teased the

crowd for a couple of hours, the showman in Holt
came out and he taught a lesson in Blues 101.

Two-fisted drinkers put their bottles on the
table to clap along with his version of B.B. KingÕs
ÔÔHow Blue Can You Get?ÕÕ and the billiards play-
ers in the back, who only left their tables when
their kidneys began to feel like they were literally
floating, meandered up front to get a closer look
as Holt sent the crowd into a frenzy with a couple
of Muddy Waters tunes.

A lot has changed since that night but not
HoltÕs passion for blues.

Holt, 38 , owns a Dallas-based advertising and
design firm, Holt Design. He and his wife, Jenni-
fer, are raising four sons Ñ William, 11, Mac, 7,
Homer, 4, and 22-month-old Solon.

Earlier this year, Holt signed a record deal
with TopCat Records out of Dallas, and his first
CD Ñ ÒSecond Time AroundÓÑ is getting airtime
on Dallas radio stations as well as nightly play at
the club of friend and mentor, R.L. Griffin. Holt
recently opened a concert for Al Green at the Will
Rogers Coliseum in Fort Worth, and an official
release party for the CD Ñ with a performance by
Holt Ñ is scheduled for Saturday at Hard Rock
Cafe in Dallas.

I recently sat down with the 1985 West Rusk
High School graduate at the Cherokee Club at
Lake Cherokee, where he and his band will hold
a benefit for cancer research on Sept. 17.

QUESTION : The last time we visited, about a
year ago, you were getting ready to headline the
Texas Blues Festival in Tyler. YouÕve been a busy
young man since then. Have you had a chance to
sit back and enjoy any of the things that are hap-
pening in your career?

ANSWER : Not really. Everything is happen-

ÔÔI think heÕs the next big thing coming out of East Texas.ÕÕ

R.L. Griffin
Musician, owner of R.L. GriffinÕs Blues Palace No. 2 in Dallas.
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East Texas artist Edwin Holt 
targeting black blues market

Crossover hopeful talks about first CD, options ahead
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Edwin Holt performs while opening for Al Green at Will Rogers Auditorium in Fort Worth.                                                                                                                                 
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Edwin Holt, a 1985 West Rusk High School graduate, is a fixture on
the South Dallas blues circuit, and his first CD, ÔÔSecond Time
Around,ÕÕ is receiving radio play in Dallas.
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Edwin Holt autographs a CD jacket after he opened a
concert for Al Green at the Will Rogers Coliseum in Fort
Worth. An official release party for the CD Ñ with a per-
formance by Holt Ñ is scheduled for Saturday at Hard
Rock Cafe in Dallas.


